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The government of Lebanon (GoL), cthcious of the damage and suffering caused by
landmines and explosive remnants ‘of war, takes full’ respon51b1hty for the humanitarian,

socio-economic and env1ronmental impact caused by these devwes in Lebanon.

The GoL has adopted a national mine action policy to deal with this problem, which affirms
its aspiration “fo become a state party to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction,

known forthwith as the Ottawa Convention.”

The minister of defense, head of national mine action authority, for the first time this year,
has sent a letter to the ministry of foreign affairs stating that the MoD has no objections to
sign the AP MBC. The Lebanese Army is committed to Humanitarian Mine Action and
therefore thrives to clear aH contaminated areas, and does not use, stockpile, produce and

transfer anti-personnel mines.

In addition, the Lebanon Mine Action Center (LMAC), inspired by international consent and
treaties, adopted a vision to end the negative impacts of anti-personnel mines and ERW on
the lives of people through raising awareness on the dangers of mines and providing
necessary support to the victims and their families. Over the years, anti-personnel minefields

have contaminated more than 54 km? of land, spread all over Lebanon.

The LMAC recognizes the 2025 objective of landmine free world, and works in a spirit of
compliance with the AP MBC and with the IMAS, in all 4 pillars.of mine action applicable in
Lebanon. LMAC is one of the leadmg centers in number of mlnes removed and destroyed per
year according to international standards on the ba31s of contlnuous improvement in

efficiency, cost effectlveness and safety

Over the years, LMAC has accumulated en'ou:gh experieﬁee to transfer its knowledge to other
countries especially those devastated by mines in the region through the Regional School of
Humanitarian Demining that has organized several courses and workshops covering all

pillars of Humanitarian Mine Action.
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The LMAC presents its compliments to the Executive Secretary of the Anti-Personnel
Landmines Convention — Fourth Review Conference at the United Nations Office for
Disarmament Affairs, and avails itself of this opportunity to renew the assurances of its
highest consideration and the support and ‘continuous commitment to the cause of the

APMBC.

Fayadiyeh, November 22, 2019
Sincerely,
Brigadier-General Jihad BECHELANY
Director of Lebanon Mine Action Center
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