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Speech of Sudan’s Head of Delegation in the 4"Review Conference of the Ottawa
Convention’s Member States, 25-29 November 2019, Oslo, Norway

Mr. President
Ladies & Gentlemen members of the statesparties ofthe Ottawa Convention

On behalf of our people, government and constitutional institutions we are so pleased to
express our happiness of being among you in this special, great day addressing your
distinguished gathering join such broad international participation of 164 Member States
of Ottawa Convention besides, organizations, agencies, and other mine action relevant
entities. All who come together for a noble cause; a world free from mines as well as to
search in the best ways and mechanisms through which articles stipulated in the Ottawa
Convention could be translated on the ground for the betterment and well-being of all
humanity around the globe.

Within the framework of our country abidance by the Ottawa Convention, our
government remains tirelessly paying great attention and maintaining parental
sponsorship of the national mine action programme. Financially,it annually invests and
channels2 million USD into the programme as well askeeps backing national proactive
initiatives or efforts spearheaded by the National Mine Action Center (NMAC) whilst
shouldering the responsibility of the coordination of the overall mine action activities
Sudan-wide. Additionally, it blesses as well as strongly incites the functional cooperation
-the National Mine Action Center has established with the United Nation Mine Action
Service (UNMAS) along those lines. Intuitively, such wide range of cooperation
sponsored and cateredby the National Mine Action Center has eventually yielded
substantive, demonstrable outcome which comprehensibly demonstrated in the
impressive achievement of all eastern Sudan registered mine/ERW contaminated areas
notably; Gadaref, Kassala and Red Sea states were officially declared free from mines
and ERWs. In this regard, it is worth to note that the glorious declaration was popularly
celebrated by the partners, donors and mine action related agencies and organizations
with the participation of the ambassadors of the donated countries, local officials and
native leaderships. Similarly, by  the implementing of the same coordinative and
cooperative mechanisms which have proven successful, and in close collaboration and
partnership with UNMAS, the disposal of Explosive Remnant of War in Darfur states
was persisted bearing in mind that despite the fact that Darfur is virtually fallout of the
scope of the Ottawa Convention, the government has committed itself to go those extra




miles for the sole strategic purpose to spread security and peace over the entire territories
of its own. :

Unmistakably, that the international community was attentively observing the
momentous historical transition and dramatic development our country is currently
undergoing in the system of governance as it has favorably impacted both Sudan’s
domestic and foreign affairs. Internationally, the transitional, civilian-led government has
reassured that Sudan will remain abide by all the international charters and agreements
which had previously signed. Domestically, the transition has actually provided a
stimulating atmosphere that serves to boost its long-time efforts pursuing the realization
of the lasting peace in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. In this connection, it is worth
to cite the political agreement on principles declaration which the Sudanese transitional
government has recently reached with the involved opposition parties in the capital of the
Republic of South Sudan, a thing that would high likely widen mine action potential
accessibility to new mine/ERW contaminated are as especially these speculations came at
the backdrop of the delivery of the humanitarian assistance to the needy in the war-torn
areas an issue which has topped and over ridden the preliminary rounds of peace talks
held in Juba.

Perhaps it is due in this place and in the name of Sudan government to voice its sincere
thankfulness and deepest appreciation to the Member States for the trust they have placed
on Sudan to assume the presidency of the 18" MSP of Ottawa Convention as well as for
the extension awarded to Sudan until 2023 to enable Sudan honoring its commitments
towards the Ottawa Convention. Both issues have given our country motivational
confidence and incentives to firmly proceed ahead in achieving the aims of the Ottawa
Treat and to get Sudan rid of mines.

As we move into the post-conflict phase, it does not escape Sudan’s recognition the
daunting challenges associated with this critical phase which no doubt would entail us to
further consolidate our joint efforts and furtherance to scale up the level of our bilateral
cooperation and coordination with the international community in order to successfully
gain mastery over the challenges anticipated. As you may definitely know the high cost
of mines clearance operations, we would also like to call upon the international
community to lend us helping hand to abate the load these over expenditure costs. At this
background, we seize the opportunity of this platform to announce our unwavering
welcome to those international humanitarian mine action organizations who are with a
genuine desire to join their efforts with ours to support the Sudan meets its obligations
towards Ottawa Convention as well as to get rid of mines.



As I am hastily drawing to the conclusion of my speech, it is not in my ability rather than
to renew our country’s appreciation and gratitude to the United Nations Mine Action
Service Office in Sudan, the Committee Monitoring Progress on Ottawa Convention,
partners and donor countries and those who have contributed to support Sudan’s Mine
Action Programme over the eclipsed years. And as we do so, we also call for more
cooperation and support between Sudan, states parties and sponsoring entities to continue
back up Sudan in the forthcoming stage. Finally, I should not leave un noticed to
compliment the Norway and its head of delegation, members, crew and Ottawa
Convention’s Progress Monitoring Committee who dedicated themselves in
administering and organizing the events of this meeting.

Thank you for Your Attention
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